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years the Berar question slumbered and the voice of criti-
cism was stilled. The Nizam of the time was of a singularly
amiable character, averse to controversy, and more dis-
posed to submit to wrong than to resent it, and the Minis-
ters took their cue from their Prince. By Treaty he had the
right to demand the return of the Berars ; it is probable that
any International Court would have upheld the contention
that the Contingent itself was obsolete, and the circum-
stances of the time no longer justified its continuance. To
all this the Nizam would not listen, but he was concerned
and moved to perceive that from the extraordinary pros-
perity of the Berars he, their Sovereign, was the only person
not to benefit. That touched his pride and his pocket. The
surpluses dwindled, it almost seemed, at one moment, as
if they might disappear altogether.

Although the Nizam never showed the smallest inclina-
tion to re-open the Berar question, or to avail himself of
the right which Lord Salisbury by implication had in his
first mood seemed to admit that he possessed, he did lean
towards the views of those of his Ministers who contended
that the cost of administering the Berars was too great, and
that, as the Nizam was the chief or rather the only sufferer
of that excess, he had the right to protest against it and to
demand that the administration should be conducted on a
lower scale. In the last three years of the nineteenth cen-
tury the Hyderabad Government was revealing considerable
restiveness under treatment which was not merely unjust
but almost tyrannical,

It is pertinent to the subject to explain briefly the funda-
mental causes of the excessive cost of the Berar administra-
tion. The area of the province is only 17,700 square miles,
and its population was (in 1894) 2,890,000, yet it had, prior
to 1900, an establishment almost equal to that of the whole
Madras Presidency. This huge establishment was said to
be composed of a civil and military staff, attached to the
Resident, a Commissioner, a Judicial representative of the
High Court, Heads of numerous departments, etc. The
small territory was divided into six districts, each haying a
collector with fifteen assistants, and twenty extra assistants